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Schultz Hall fire problems minimized by strong teamwork
BY LAURA JOHNSON

Sometimes in a crisis, the
world places blame on those who
are trying to help and lay fault on
"the system" for not responding
quickly enough. In the case of
Taylor's structure fire in Schultz
Hall, however, the system
worked,
and
it
worked
admirably.
The fire alarm was pulled at
5:30 a.m. by the campus safety
officer on duty. Dr. Dodge, Dean
of Fort Wayne students, was
informed by RD Liz Cotrone at 6
a.m. and hurried over to Schultz.
His initial glimpse of the build
ing was surreal. "The smoke was
so thick I could barely make out
the building," Dr. Dodge noted.
"What I did see was the flashing
lights of the fire trucks surround
ing the building." His first action
was to call Steve Bedi, the uni
versity provost, to tell him that
Schultz Hall was, indeed, on fire
and to get the response plan in
gear all the way to President
Habecker. Bedi contacted Ron
Sutherland, the Director of
Buildings and Grounds for the
Upland campus, and within
minutes the two were driving to
Fort Wayne.
President Habecker and the
Board of Trustees already had
their own issues. Their weekend
was filled with activities due to
Homecoming on the Upland
Campus. Both the President and
the Chairman of the Board of
Trustees left the Homecoming
activities to be of service in the
aftermath of the fire. They held a
meeting with all the Schultz resi
dents, prayed with them, and
assured them that the university
would do everything necessary
to, in the President's words,
"Make them whole."
Bedi also contacted Sherri
Harter, who is responsible for
media relations in the event of a
crisis. She released statements
and informed local news stations

of the event, as well as worked to
set up appointments for inter
views. Anita Gray, head librarian
at TUFW, contacted the campus
library staff and the Allen
County libraries, informing them
of the possible loss of materials.
Campus safety also had a hand
in many of the arrangements
after the fire. Dr. Dodge said,
"Larry White, chief of security,
immediately took over responsi
bility of coordinating the investi
gation that the fire department
had, helping processors inter
view all the people they needed
to from Schultz Hall." He also
oversaw the coordination of the
Red Cross services and their dis
tribution of immediate assistance
to the students in need.
All the Residence Life team
members rushed to campus that
morning and were in place
immediately to begin planning
how to respond to this emer
gency. Leaders had to verify who
was in the building and make
sure that each student got out.
They had to determine which
Schultz students were not on
campus that evening, contact
them, and also contact their par
ents. All the students needed to
be accounted for and their fami
lies contacted. Other Residence
Life members saw to the imme
diate needs of the displaced
boys—making coffee and break
fast, and providing blankets and
a place to rest.
Faculty members came to offer
their homes to any young man
who didn't have a place to sleep,
and there were even people at the
switchboard upstairs in Eicher
directing concerned parents to
Dr. Dodge, who assured them
that no one had been hurt and
then telling them how to locate
their son or daughter. He said,
"We were all aware of what our
roles were in the event of a crisis
and just had to put that plan into
effect. It happened very quickly.

Photo courtesy of Dick Baxter
The top floor hallway in Schultz Hall was covered in soot and debris after the fire on October 8.

but people knew what to do and
did it."
After the initial crisis was con
tained, 35 young men were left
without rooms. Taylor adminis
tration covered every option in
an attempt to accommodate for
the students. Dr. Dodge said,
"We explored a number of
options initially [in relocating the
students]." One option that was
offered was to send the Schultz
men to Stillwater Camp with Jim
Stoppenhagen. This haven is
about ten miles away from cam
pus. "We had concerns about
transportation, and it would split
the guys up from the rest of cam
pus," said Dr. Dodge. "In my
heart, I wanted them to continue
to be part of the campus commu
nity as much as possible."
They also considered bringing
in temporary housing, such as
mobile homes, and hook them up
to the already working power
and sewage from the old Wiebke

house. One of the challenges to
this option was that mobile
homes are scarce at this time due
to Hurricane Katrina relief efforts
in Louisiana. Also, the new sand
volleyball court that TSO funded
would have need to have been
torn down to make room for the
mobile homes.
Instead, administrators decided
to relocate those on campus and
attempt to make room for the dis
placed boys. "We first filled
every available bed in the men's
level of Hausser Hall, and when
we still had greater need, we
asked women from Oakwood to
relocate back into women's hous
ing," said Dr. Dodge. In the end,
10 women were asked to move
from Oakwood and 16 men were
moved into all of the vacated and
previously empty apartments.
Luckily, Schultz was not at full
capacity, which is about 106 beds.
"We were already fazing Schultz
out by moving freshman boys

into Hausser. We were tired of
water pipes breaking and sewage
problems," said Dr. Dodge. "We
knew that the infrastructure of
Schultz Hall was old, and we
wanted to reduce demands on
the property and also provide the
best accommodations possible to
the students."
Since the infrastructure of
Schultz was the oldest on the
campus, many people wondered
if that made it a greater fire risk.
"We have no reason to suspect
that there was any increased fire
hazard, although we don't know
what the cause of the fire was
yet," Dr. Dodge said. "Obviously,
Schultz has an interior wooden
structure. It was the case when it
was built and it is still the case
today. But that's why we have an
extensive alarm system in the
building." Fire alarm systems
have been
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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The day Schultz burned
BY NATHAN MARCHAND

I was at the professional com
munications retreat that night,
"hangin"' with my friends until
one in the morning. Around 6
o'clock, Hunter Tolbert woke me
up and said, "Keith just called
me. Schultz is on fire." He was
trying hard to look sincere. He
wasn't lying. We woke up Sean
Cogan, and a few minutes later,
Keith Osmun picked us up.
I was living in a dream all the
way back to campus. The fire
truck with its flashing lights
blocking Rudisill didn't shock
me. Seeing Schultz with all its
windows smashed didn't jolt me.
We were herded into Bethany. We
made bad jokes the entire time.
We unsuccessfully suppressed
our miseries with Saturday
morning cartoons. Then, amongst
the chaos, I wandered out
Bethany's side door. I saw
Schultz's fire exit—it was opened
to a black hole, scorched on the
inside, and crowned with black.
It was then I felt like Jackie Chan
had kicked me in the head.
I tried to sleep, but the devilish
duo of adrenaline and caffeine
wouldn't let me.
Bethany Hall's basement was
full of concerned faculty, staff,
and female students trying to
comfort the Schultz men all
morning. The girls stopped what
they were doing to serve us. They
cooked breakfast for us and gave

us mattresses to sleep on. It was
n't because they wanted to
impress us or because we ruled
them with a chauvinistic fist.
They did it because they wanted
to. They were shining examples
of what Christian women should
be. Any guy would be blessed to
marry a woman like any of them.
I didn't know the extent of the
damage to my room. I was most
concerned about my laptop. If it
was damaged beyond repair, I
would've lost two-years of writ
ing. That was my life-blood. I felt
like I was being bled dry. Later, I
rummaged through my duffel
bag, the only thing I had with me,
and found my flash drive, which
had back-up copies of most of my
writings. For whatever reason,
I'd packed it the night before.
That afternoon, we went to WalMart to buy new clothes with the
money the Red Cross had given
us. It was surreal wandering
through Wal-Mart with 20 guys
buying new clothes.
I returned to Oakwood, my new
home, alone, carrying my new
"life" in five Wal-Mart sacks. I'd
never wanted a book so badly in
my life. I wanted to escape, to for
get what was happening, to hide
in an imaginary world. The only
book I had was a small green
Gideon Bible. I spent an hour
reading through Psalms. I went
to bed at 11 p.m. I didn't wake up
until 8:30 a.m.

Bookstore "One Month to
Christmas Sale" is Friday,
November 18.

SAC Schedule of Events:
November

Airband has been CANCELLED.
December

Friday 2nd @ 7:00 p.m. - Extreme Culture (Eicher DC)
Friday 9th @ 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Banquet
Tuesday 13th @ 9:00 p.m. - SAC Study Break (AC)
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Student's Schultz fire journal entry
BY KEITH OSMUN

Yesterday, there was the terrible
Schultz fire of '05.
No one was hurt (which we are
all thankful for and are constantly
reminded of every time we men
tion the fire), but we've all lost
everything except a few personal
effects like medications, letters
from home or girlfriends, and
wallets. I saved my novel that
was on my flash drive.
I guess a lot of it still hasn't hit
me. Like how the five bags from
Wal-Mart are now my complete
wardrobe. Or how I would've
died if the campus safety worker
on duty hadn't spotted the fire as
early as he did.
I got back from the retreat really
late. I still wasn't tired around
four or so and I started thinking
about bed. Then around five I
actually started turning my com
puter off, not sure if it finished
before the power surged off or the
smoke got to it. Then I heard this
alarm. More like a really obnox
ious buzzing. Loud. Jimmy
pounded on my door saying, "Get
out, fire!" Then it hit me, we never
have fire drills on Friday nights...
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I ran down the stairs and I heard
this weird sound at the bottom of
the steps like the fire was in the
stairwell, but not visible yet. I'm
still not sure what it was. I was
the first one out and Josh
Hornbarger said tiles were falling
everywhere from the ceiling when
he got out.
But Adam really has the amaz
ing story. He's the ARD to our
dorm. This guy could be seen on
the third floor and the fire could
be seen on the second while he
was knocking on the last doors to
make sure everyone was out.
We're thinking of making a t-shirt
to honor his actions, which is
good because we all need new
ones anyway.
We went from meeting with the
dean to talking to the fire depart
ment. Then we met with the
housing director for our new
rooms. It's all just a nightmare
really. We don't have anything to
move in with other than ourselves
and they're already talking about
moving our "things" in.
Those girls at Bethany were all
acting out of complete selfless
ness. Also, the girls at the apart

Nathaniel Chen
Amanda Dreher
Karina Duddleston
Brianna Elliott
Sarah Hodgin

Joshua Hornbarger
Katy Jessup
Laura Johnson
Ashley Olinghouse
Trishelle Rainey

ments were totally fine with mov
ing back into the dorms so some
of us might move in. The Red
Cros^ gave us $130 to get new
clothes for the time being so we
all headed out to Wal-Mart last
night. I was so tired by then, I was
ready to pass out.
In a weird way, while at Bethany,
all we could do was make jokes
about it. Funny thing was, that
was the big joke about Schultz:
one day it was going to go up in
smoke, that's what we all said.
Now that it has, it's still funny, but
bittersweet.
A couple of things we found
funny: the dean declared Schultz
closed and unlivable, permanent
ly. Many of us weren't fond of the
100-year-old building. What we
liked was the community we
found in each other while living
there. Now... we have to assimi
late into other ones or totally start
over.
We have plenty of donations. We
all have places to live. Thanks for
the offers in advance. Right now,
we just need some time to adjust
and figure out what the heck
we're gonna do next.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Kate Schmelzer
Tabitha Spacht
Megan Tepfer
Ami Troyer
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Non-traditional Sudanese student shares unique background
BY KATE E. SCHMELZER
The average person reared in the
United States recalls his childhood
backyard as a city, suburb, or corn
field. Not so for Michael Washtour,
a 32-year-old non-traditional
Sudanese student in the pastoral
major here at Taylor University
Fort Wayne. Bom and raised in
Akobo, Sudan, his childhood back
yard and pastime included fishing
along the Nile River.
Sudan, the largest African coun
try with more than 29 million peo
ple, is presently at war. Controlled
by rebel groups, the fighting
stretches across ethnic, religious,
and political lines. The Islamic reli
gion is enforced. Various tribes
fight. Millions of people are dis
placed from their homes. Women
and children are raped.
"The war is the most difficult
part. There was no actual law.
Whether a person is in the military
or is a civilian, he has a gun," says
Michael.
Despite a war lasting years,
Michael believes the Sudanese
people are distinct in their hard
work, family ties, and tradition.
"I love Sudan. I still want to go
back, even with all we have here. I

love the people in the south and
the culture they have. Even if they
are not Christians, they still wel
come strangers into their homes."
Another tradition the Sudanese
practice is giving their children a
story behind the chosen name at
birth. Michael's middle name
"Tooch" means "sleeping."
Michael's mother died when he
was 12-years-old. His father died
of depression when Michael was
14-years-old. Michael and his three
brothers and five sisters, who still
live in Sudan, became even closer.
They were not only his family but
the friends he grew up with.
"My brothers and cousins moti
vated me to become a Christian. I
would go to church with them
every Sunday. We would practice
songs around the fire every
evening, read the Bible, and pray. I
was baptized when I was 12-yearsold. I remember because we had to
journey to a big evangelistic
church. It took the whole day."
Michael attended elementary
school at an America mission
located in Sudan's capital. "I was
motivated to learn English and
started when I was 17-years-old. I
was a good student."

Photo by Ashley Olinghouse
Michael Washtour, a 32-year-old non-traditional Sudanese stu
dent sits with sophomore Cody Rose during lunch in Eicher.
church and other friends suggest
ed Taylor University Fort Wayne's
pastoral major, Michael looked
into the program.
"I was looking for a Christian
school where I could be built up as
a Christian. People also encour
aged Taylor because English is my
second language and I was told
that I would get help here. I chose
to come here and it is the right
place for me." Two ministry class
es Michael is currently enrolled in
are Biblical Literature I and
Christian Worship. "I like them

because they are important."
Michael smiles when he speaks
about his love for God and people.
"The thing I love the most is the
Bible. There is nothing more than
that to me. I see the other things I
love, but they will still end. The
only thing that will never end is
God's Word."
Ready and excited about a future
overflowing with God's promises,
Michael says, "I love Sudan
because it was where I was bom.
But I have two homes now."

Schultz Hall continued

Thanksgiving \
Special v
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When Sudan's war broke out,
Michael lived in a refugee camp in
Kenya froml991 to 1993. He came
to America on May 31, 1994.
"When I came to the United States,
I was a refugee. But God somehow
led the way so that I could get
forms from the U.S. embassy. I
went through the interview, med
ical check-up for HTV, and passed.
When I came, I had three goals:
work, education, and marriage."
Michael began working at a
Sudanese church in Iowa. While
there, he met an Ethiopian woman.
They married on December 29,
2000 and moved to Fort Wayne in
2001. Now divorced, Michael still
says he loves his ex for her open
ness and honestly. Their greatest
joy is now found in the dreams
they share for their children, Ter, 4
and Margoi, 3, who live in Fort
Wayne with their mom.
Michael came to the United
States with plans to become a pas
tor. His pastor told him to consider
Concordia Seminary, but plans did
not go the way Michael envisioned
because he did not have a bache
lor's degree. Instead, Michael took
paralegal classes at ITT-Tech for
two years. When a member at his

Village Bow)
1710 Blufftoo Rd.
747-0*11

THURSDAY NOV. 24 & FRIDAY NOV. 25

BE ONE OF THE
VILLAGE PEOPLE
2 HOUR SESSION OF BOWUNG
SHOE RENTAL
SOFT DRINK
ORDER OF FRENCH FRIES
2 GAME TOKENS

$4.95
Village Bowl
1710 Blufrton Rd.
747-0011
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replaced several times, although
some rooms did have older
alarms in them, and the fire
alarms worked the way they were
supposed to.
Another precaution that helped
in this crisis was the regular fire
drills facilitated by campus safety.
Schultz Hall had a fire drill only
two weeks before the actual fire.
This helped in two ways: it gave
the students a chance to plan their
escape routes, and it also estab
lished that this fire alarm was
probably not a drill happening
again only two weeks later.
Dodge said, "Although we've
never had a fire before, we always
anticipated it and kept up on
alarm systems and fire drills."
So, what's next for Schultz?
Dodge said, "From a residence life
perspective, we would prefer not
to put money back into Schultz.

Whatever settlement they [the
insurance carriers] provide, we
would prefer to take that money
and invest it toward a new or
expanded facility." This may
include anything from expanding
Hausser by 30 beds to building an
entirely new facility. Although
Taylor is not trying to preempt the
insurance company's decision,
Dodge did say, "Schultz is the old
est facility and we have already
indicated our preference to begin
the process of exploring our alter
natives instead of living in Schultz
again."
This loss of a whole building
may pose some problems for
admissions, but Taylor University
administration is planning ways
to accommodate. Dr. Dodge said,
"We can accommodate fluctua
tions in residence hall space. One
is how many students we allow to
move off campus." If there is a

huge demand for dorm space and
if there isn't enough room, Taylor
will contact some of the upper
class students and ask them if
they would be willing to move off
campus.
Dr. Dodge does see positive
things that will come out of this
crisis. "I have said for a long time
that the condition of our residence
halls has probably been a deter
rent to students enrolling, many
of them saying, 'I'd like to go
there, but I don't want to live in
that space' It could actually be a
boost to new admissions."
Whatever the case, students can
be assured that Taylor is using
every asset to move forward after
this fire. "There may be times
when we don't use all the arrows
in our quiver," Dr. Dodge said,
"but that Saturday we were defi
nitely using all of them, and we
will continue to do so."
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Just another name in the box scores
BY STAFF WRITER

For those of you who don't
know, the box scores (game sum
maries) are usually found on the
second or third page of your typi
cal sports section. On average, a
box score for one game is given
approximately a two-inch by oneinch space that is dedicated to the
retelling of the previous night's
game in the most concise format.
The components of a box score are
the final score, possibly the score
breakdown by quarters or match
es, and leaders in different statisti
cal areas. Oftentimes there are
typos, sadly leaving the box score
information misrepresented or

we didn't have the depth we need
ed to be a well practiced/scrim
maged team." The girls knew
there wasn't going to be much
room for injury this season. They
were going to have to prepare
themselves for the long haul. Each
of the ten players was going to
play, the only question was where.
"Our returnees made for a solid
group of athletes whom I was
comfortable enough to use with
the higher level schedule we pre
pared for this season," said Coach
Scott Haddix. "We lost one of the
greatest players in Taylor Fort
Wayne history when senior setter
Lindsay Stipp graduated, along

Photo by Cole May
Junior captain Sarah Hodgin jumps up and attemtps to push the
volleyball past her opponents in the women's volleyball game
against St. Joseph's on October 27 during the national tourna
ment, which TUFW hosted. Sarah Hodgin, sophomore Cassie
Warriner, and freshman Megan Spillman received all-tournament
honors. The Lady Falcons took second place in the tournament.
incomplete. Yet, this is the only
place the community of Fort
Wayne can read about Taylor
University Fort Wayne volleyball.
TUFW volleyball players began
their season as any collegiate level
ball club does, in the middle of
August with an intensive two
week training camp. "I knew
going into this season was going to
be rough," said junior captain
Sarah Hodgin, "mainly because

with an outstanding libero, senior
Jenni Wallace," said Haddix of the
players who graduated in the
spring of 2005.
This year stepping into the set
ting role was sophomore Cassie
Warriner, who was used as a
defensive specialist her freshman
year, and in the libero jersey was
sophomore Rachel Kindel. The
team has also added an outside
ringer from South Bend in fresh

man Megan Spillman.
The season took on a new strenu
ous schedule, as compared to any
of the previous seasons. "We like
to play a lot of games, a full sched
ule," said Haddix. "We do this
with one thing in mind, winning a
national tournament during the
last weekend in October." Some
tournaments are annual occur
rences on the schedule, such as the
Earlham College Tournament in
Richmond, IN and the Grace Bible
College Tournament in Grand
Rapids, MI. Some new teams and
tournaments scheduled this year
were Indiana Tech, University of
Michigan-Dearborn, the Goshen
College Tournament and Finlandia
University
from
Western
Michigan.
The Lady Falcon volleyball team
went 0-5 to open the season, com
pletely unimpressive by any stan
dard. The schedule is built that
way. The team plays its toughest
matches at the very beginning, to
get the girls in shape and show
them where they need to be for the
rest of the season. Not that the rest
of the season is a cake walk. After
the first few weeks of tough com
petition, the schedule is more
evenly distributed throughout the
remainder of the season.
Before
the
Lady
Falcon
Invitational Tournament at home,
the volleyball team didn't much
improve its record of 1-6. The
added loss was to one of the newer
teams on the schedule, Indiana
Tech of Fort Wayne. ITT debuted a
new volleyball program during
the 2005 season.
The Lady Falcons have pro
gressed to a 19-11 record. The girls
have brought home three tourna
ment championship trophies and
have placed a member or two on
every
tournament's
AllTournament team. Said freshman
Megan Spillman on her placement
on the Great Lakes Tournament
All-Tourney team, "My team got
me on that list. If it wasn't for my
team's passing and Cassie's set
ting, I wouldn't have made it."

Photo by Kyle Waalen

Men's Basketball
Freshman Jesse Boldt passes to his teammate senior
Kevin Woods during their game against Trinity
International on Friday, November 4, during the University
of St. Francis tournament. The team lost 104-70 against
Trinity and won its second game against IU Northwest.

Sports Update
Congratulations to the Womens Volleyball
team on taking second place at the
Womens National Tournament!

Revamping intramurals
BY AMI TROYER

Intramurals this year are taking
on a new look. Some are taking on
a new facility while others are tak
ing on new times. Paul Deeds and
Adam Harbaugh are this year's
leaders for the intramural sports,
consisting of flag football and sand
volleyball for the fall and volley
ball during J-term, and basketball
and sand volleyball during the
spring semester.
Their goals for intramurals this
year are to utilize the facilities that
have been giving to students, such
as the new sand volleyball court

while also having a fun competi
tive atmosphere.
In years past, intramurals have
been held on Tuesdays and
Thursday afternoons. This year
intramurals will be held on
Saturdays compared to being orig
inally set on Intramural Sunday.
Deeds and Harbaugh decided
Saturdays would be the best day
for participation because of the
busyness of student schedules.
October 25 was the actual first
start up date for flag football for
guys and the dates for volleyball
are going to be announced later.

